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Poultry science department receives gift from 
Harold E. Ford Foundation
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Students participate in 
2010 Arkansas Nutrition 
Conference
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Employees receive service 




Ag teacher in-service training
held in July
 e department of poultry science 
recently received a donation of $18,349.00 
from the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association 
Harold E. Ford Foundation.
 e foundation, named for a former 
executive with the U.S. Poultry and Egg 
Association, promotes advancement of the 
poultry industry through education and 
training. Mike Kidd, department head 
and director for the Center of Excellence 
for Poultry Science, said the gift will help 
support recruitment eorts such as the 
annual Poultry Science Youth Conference, 
the youth broiler show at the Arkansas State 
Fair and in-service training for faculty.
 “e Harold E. Ford Foundation con-
tributions to the poultry science department 
are vital to the mission of the department 
for recruiting future leaders of the poultry 
industry.  e check will be used for numer-
ous activities to educate youth on the career 
opportunities that a poultry science major 
has to oer,” Kidd said. 
 e Harold E. Ford Foundation was 
founded in 1995 and has disbursed nearly 
$1 million dollars to poultry science depart-
ments across the nation.
The U.S. Poultry & Egg Harold E. Ford Foundation 
check is presented to the poultry science depart-
ment.  Marvin Childers, left, president of The Poultry 
Federation and Mike Kidd, center, department head 
for the poultry science department and director 
for the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science ac-
cept the check from Monty Henderson, right, 2010 
Chairman of the Board of the U.S. Poultry & Egg 
Association.
Arkansas State Fair 
broiler show winners 
named
 Crawford County and Green County 
4-H club members took the highest honors 
at the Arkansas State Fair Broiler Show in 
October.  e show, an Arkansas tradition, 
Arianna Newton of Crawford County won Grand 
Champion Pen of Broilers at the Arkansas State Fair 
Broiler Show Saturday, October 9.  She is pictured 
with her father, Tim.
Continued on page 2
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is run by the poultry science department at 
the University of Arkansas and is open to 
Arkansas 4-H and FFA members.
 Broilers exhibited by Arianna Newton 
from Crawford County 4-H won Grand 
Champion honors.  Erica Coleman from 
Greene County 4-H had the Reserve Cham-
pion entry.  Both qualied to compete in 
the junior livestock auction.
 “is year’s State Broiler Show conclud-
ed over 6 weeks of preparation and resulted 
in one of the most competitive shows in 
recent history,” said Gary Davis, under-
graduate recruiter for the poultry science 
department. “Top to bottom, the quality of 
the birds exhibited was extremely good.” 
 e contest really began in August with 
each participant receiving thirty chicks.  
Participants raise the chicks and choose 
the best three birds from their ock, based 
on size and uniformity, to compete in the 
broiler show.
Arkansas State Fair broiler show winners
Continued from page 1
Bryan Fancher, center, vice president of Global 
Technical Operations of Aviagen, Inc., presents a 
check for $25,000 to fund a premier graduate fel-
lowship in poultry nutrition to Mike Kidd, right, and  
Park Waldroup, Novus International Distinguished 
Professor, left.
 Michael T. Kidd, director of the Center 
of Excellence for Poultry Science and head 
of the department of poultry science for the 
University of Arkansas has announced that 
Aviagen, Inc. has funded a premier gradu-
ate fellowship in poultry nutrition for the 
department.
 Bryan Fancher, vice president of Global 
Technical Operations for Aviagen and a 
graduate of the University of Arkansas with 
B.S. and M.S. degrees in poultry science, 
presented a check for $25,000 to Kidd and 
Park Waldroup, Novus International Distin-
guished Professor, for the fellowship.  Avia-
gen established the fellowship to encourage 
outstanding students to prepare for work in 
the poultry industry.  It will be awarded to a 
student who desires to work in the commer-
cial poultry industry following graduation. 
Waldroup will advise the selected student.
 Waldroup said, “We are pleased that 
Aviagen is making this commitment in sup-
porting our graduate program.  is grant 
will allow us to recruit outstanding gradu-
ate students that will hopefully go on to 
productive careers in the poultry industry.”
 e Aviagen Group is the global market 
leader in poultry genetics. Aviagen develops 
pedigree lines for the production of com-
mercial broilers and turkeys under the Arbor 
Acres, Ross, L.I.R., Nicholas and B.U.T. 
brand names. Aviagen is involved in research 
and development and is a pioneer in the de-
velopment and implementation of progres-




graduate fellowship to 
department
USDA-ARS poultry 
farm gains organic 
certication
 Organic certication has been given 
to the poultry research facility operated by 
the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) in 
Fayetteville.
 Scientists at the ARS Poultry Produc-
tion & Product Safety Research Unit started 
developing the agency’s Organic Poultry 
Research facility last year and were granted 
certication in February 2010.
 Former Research Associate Anne Fa-
natico and research leader Annie Donoghue 
use the facility to examine ways of using 
natural compounds to reduce foodborne 
pathogens and diseases in poultry which can 
be helpful to both integrators and organic 
producers.  ey have taken the lead as part 
of a group of researchers across the country 
to study these compounds for organic poul-
try.
 e organic poultry research facility 
was developed collaboratively between the 
ARS unit in Fayetteville and the University 
of Arkansas.
 e research facility is a xed poultry 
house with large, grassy yards.  e facil-
ity has the capacity for 20 oor pens with 
openings to outdoor yards.  e house is 
naturally ventilated with glass windows for 
natural light.
 Arkansas agriculture teachers attended a 
two-day, hands-on poultry science in-service 
training July 21-22 at the Center of Excel-
lence for Poultry Science at the University of 
Arkansas.
 e training comprised workshops 
to teach participants how to use poultry 
science in their lesson plans. In addition to 
science labs, teachers participated in poultry 
judging exercises and received information 
valuable to students on careers and educa-
tional opportunities in the poultry industry.
Gary Davis, undergraduate recruiter for the 
poultry science department, organized and 
hosted the training. Other presenters from 
the poultry science department included 
Keith Bramwell, extension reproductive 
physiologist; Dustan Clark, extension 
poultry health veterinarian; Valerie Brewer, 
program technician; and Dennis Mason, 
visiting instructor. Topics included raising 
broilers for show and poultry chain, poultry 
necropsy and anatomy, poultry career and 
educational opportunities, poultry embryol-
ogy, training for FFA poultry judging and 
poultry food technology.
 Davis said, “I was pleased with the 
number of teachers who participated and 
their enthusiasm to learn new teaching tech-
niques in poultry science. ey completed 
the training equipped to engage students in 
hands-on activities and stimulate their inter-
est in poultry science.”
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Arkansas ag teachers attend poultry science 
in-service training at the Center of Excellence for 
Poultry Science
Dennis Mason explains what to look for when 
evaluating live birds.
Sarah Crossno from Corning participates in hands-
on poultry judging exercises during the Arkansas Ag 
Teacher In-Service Training held July 21-22 at the 
Center of Excellence for Poultry Science.
Troy Weatherly, Ag teacher for Beebe High School, 
evaluates the exterior egg quality of the eggs dur-
ing the judging exercise.
Shirley Humphrey Denton 
Memorial Scholarship 
in the Poultry Science 
Association
 The career paths of James and 
Shirley Denton lead them to the 
University of Arkansas in July, 1992, 
when he became the rst Director of 
the Center of Excellence for Poultry 
Science and Head of the department 
of poultry science.
 They often commented that 
this was the greatest professional 
opportunity they had enjoyed in their 
lives together.  As had been the case 
in their earlier careers, Shirley became 
intimately involved in the activities 
of the poultry science students, 
often hosting them in their home as 
part of an eort to create a family 
environment for these young people 
in the university community.  Many of 
these students were the rst members 
of their family to receive a four year 
university education.
 Those accomplishments had 
a profound impact on how the 
Dentons viewed their responsibilities 
in leadership for the poultry science 
program.  Later in life they discussed 
something they could do for the 
institution which would aord 
students the opportunities that 
they had enjoyed during their lives 
together.  The decision, made jointly, 
as all of their decisions were, was to 
establish a scholarship to benet a 
deserving young person who chose 
poultry science as their eld of study.  
Unfortunately, they did not complete 
this goal prior to Shirley’s untimely 
death at age 61.
 Therefore, it is the intention of this 
notice to pledge the funding of the 
Shirley Humphrey Denton Memorial 
Scholarship in the Poultry Science 
Association to be awarded to a student 
majoring in poultry science at the 
University of Arkansas.
 If you would like to contribute 
to this scholarship, please make 
checks payable to the Agricultural 
Development Council and mail to: Dr. 
Michael T. Kidd, Center of Excellence 
for Poultry Science, 1260 W. Maple, 
Fayetteville, AR 72701.
2011 Poultry Science Alumni Calendars 
are available NOW!
To get yours while supplies last, 
contact Lionel Barton, 479-225-6074 or 
lbarton@uark.edu.
$15.00 per copy. All proceeds go into the 
Poultry Science Alumni Ring & 
Scholarship account.
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contact Diana Bisbee, 479-575-2025 or
dbisbee@uark.edu
If you are already a member, encourage other 
Poultry Science alumni to join today!
Employees at the Center of Excellence receive 
service awards at the 2010 employee banquet
Each year the University of Arkansas recognizes non-faculty employees for their service to the University at 
the Employee Service Awards Banquet.   This year seven poultry science employees were recognized.  The 
2010 Employee Service Award Recipients were back row, (l to r): Rodney Wolfe, 20 years ; Ralph Ferguson, 30 
years;  and front row, (l to r): Kenny Villines, 10 years; Linda Kirby, 35 years; Tom Tabler, 20 years; Gary Davis, 
25 years; and Patricia Tyree, 25 years.
 e 2010 Arkansas Nutrition Confer-
ence, sponsored by the Poultry Federation 
Feed Manufacturers Committee and the 
University of Arkansas, along with technical 
symposium sponsor Alltech, was held Sep-
tember 7-9 at the Embassy Suites in Rogers, 
Arkansas.
 e three day conference brought 
together national and international speak-
ers.  Poultry science students were used 
to introduce speakers on the 8th and 9th.  
Students participating included Famous 
Yang, Andrew Hamilton, Terek Jones, Julie 
Wilcox, Emily Lhamon, Savannah Fiscus 
and Katie Evans.
 e conference concluded with a golf 
tournament at Valley View Golf Course.
Senior Julie Wilcox  introduces Je Simmons, Presi-
dent of Elanco, before his keynote address: Technol-
ogy & Choice: The Keys to Enabling Abundant, 
Affordable and Safe Food for Our Growing Global 
Population.
Summer and fall busy with classes and eld days
Poultry 101 was held September 21-23.  Casey 
Owens hosted and other planners included Shelly 
McKee and Christine Alvarado.
Dr. John Marcy hosted “Baking Arts Fundamentals 
for Food Technologists” June 14-18.  Participants in-
cluded employees of Simmons Foods and Frito Lay.
The University of Arkansas Division of Agriculture 
Cooperative Extension Service presented the Broiler 
Health and Management School June 16-17.
Dr. Susan Watkins hosted a Poultry Field Day/
In-Service Training at the Applied Broiler Research 
Farm in Savoy September 16.
Students host, 





Dr. Casey Owens Hanning has accepted 
an invitation to join the University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture’s Center for Food 
Safety.
Dr. Walter Bottje has been voted in as 
a member of the Board of Directors for the 
World Poultry Science Association (eective 
January 11, 2011).
Dr. Young Min Kwon is on sabbatical 
leave at the Jinju National University, Jinju, 
Korea.  While there, he has given the following 
invited presentations: (1)“Functional genomic 
analysis of Salmonella and development of 
Salmonella-based vaccines”, Seoul National 
University, Seoul, Korea, Oct. 9, 2010;  (2)    
“Functional genomic analysis of Salmonella 
and development of Salmonella-based 
vaccines”, Sunchon National University, 
Sunchon, Korea, Oct. 19, 2010;  (3) “Genomic 
approaches to study gene functions and 
adaptive mutations in Salmonella”, Korean 
Society of Life Science (KSLS), 51th Annual 
meeting, Jinju, South Korea, Oct. 22, 2010; 
and (4) “Functional genomic analysis of 
Salmonella and development of Salmonella-
based vaccines”, Cheju National University, 
Cheju, Korea, Nov. 2, 2010.
 He has also had the following articles 
published: (1) Leona N. Calhoun, and Y. M. 
Kwon. 2010. Proteomic analysis of Salmonella 
enterica serovar Enteritidis following 
propionate adaptation. BMC Microbiolgy 
10, 249; (2) Wolfenden R. E., S. L. Layton, 
A. D. Wolfenden, A. Khatiwara, G. Gaona-
Ramírez, N. R. Pumford, K. Cole, Y. M. Kwon, G. 
Tellez, L. R. Bergman, and B. M. Hargis. 2010. 
Development and evaluation of candidate 
recombinant Salmonella-vectored Salmonella 
vaccines. <http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pubmed/20952699>  Poultry Science, 89, 
2370-9; (3) Leona N. Calhoun, and Y. M. Kwon. 
2010. Structure, function, and regulation of 
the DNA-binding protein Dps and its role 
in stress resistance in Salmonella enterica 
serovar Typhimurium: A review. J. Appl. 
Microbiol. (in press); (4) Leona N. Calhoun, 
and Y. M. Kwon. 2010. The eect of long 
term propionate adaptation on the stress 
resistance of Salmonella Enteritidis. J. Appl. 
Microbiol. (Epub ahead of print)
Dr. Gisela Erf gave an invited seminar 
presentation in the Immunology Department 
of National Jewish Health, Denver,  
Colorado, July 13, 2010 on “Opportunities 
for Immunologist in Agricultural Research;”  
an invited seminar presentation at CEVA 
Biomune, Lenexa, Kansas, August 12, 2010 on 
“Avian Immunology Research;” and an invited 
presentation on “Non-infectious Diseases” at 
the Arkansas Poultry Veterinary Meeting, in 
Fayetteville AR, September 16, 2010.
In addition, Dr. Erf was invited to give an 
oral presentation at the International Avian 
Immunology Research Group meeting in 
Budapest, Hungary (October 7-October 10, 
2010) and served as co-chair of the session 
on  GALT and immunomodulation, and also 
gave a seminar at the Ludwig-Maximilian 
University, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Munich, Germany, October 13, 2010, on 
the Multifactorial nature of autoimmune 
disease: lessons learned from the Smyth line 
autoimmune vitiligo chicken model.
Dr. David Chapman had an invited 
review “Forty years of monensin for the 
control of coccidiosis in poultry” published in 
Poultry Science 89:1788-1801. By Chapman, 
Jeers and Williams.
Dr. James H. Denton received the Merial 
Distinguished Poultry Industry Award in 
July. 
STUDENT NOTABLES
Lei Dong, graduate student of Dr. Gisela 
Erf, and Dr. Erf attended a meeting of the 
Pan-American Society for Pigment Cell Re-
search September 30-October 2 in Vancouver, 
Canada. Lei Dong was awarded a travel grant 
from the Society for his research on “The re-
sponse of melanocytes to 4-tert-butylphenol 
is related to vitiligo susceptibility in the Smyth 
line chicken model for autoimmune vitiligo”. 
In addition, Dr. Erf served as chair for the ses-
sion  on “Vitiligo, pathogenesis and therapy” 
and also gave an oral presentation on “Envi-
ronmental triggers of vitiligo expression in 
vitiligo-susceptible Smyth line chickens”.
Kentu Lassiter, program associate/
PhD student of Dr. Walter Bottje, received a 
$1000 travel award for his poster presentation 
“Cellular bioenergetics in chicken embryo 
broblast (CEF) and immortal CEF (DF-1) cells” 
at the Society for Free Radical Biology Meet-
ing November 19 in Orlando.
Geetha S. Kumar received the 2010 
Satish Pradhan Memorial Outstanding Gradu-
ate Student Award July 1 at the 2010 Poultry 
Science Graduate Student Summer Sympo-
sium.  Also at the symposium, Valerie Belle 
Brewer received rst place Graduate Student 
Presentation, JingJing Xie received second 
place and Vivik Kuttappan received third 
place.
Ujvala Deepthi Gadde, graduate 
student, is one of the recipients of the AAVP-
Young Investigator Travel Grant which is used 
to oset expenses associated with attending 
the AAVP meeting in Atlanta.






biota of Broilers 
Fed With and 
Without Antibi-
otics,” which was 
presented in the Growth and Development 
section at PSA in Denver.  The paper was co-
authored by Ahmad Karimi, Park W. Waldroup 
and Young Min Kwon. 
Stewart J. Ritchie has been named as 
president-elect of the American Associa-
tion of Avian Pathologists.  Ritchie received 
his M.S. degree in Poultry Nutrition in 1982 
under the direction of Dr. Park Waldroup.
Gary Davis, recruiter for the poultry science de-
partment, took lunch to the Washington Country 
Fairgrounds and fed the livestock judging team 
class from Connors State College in Warner, Ok.  Af-
terwards, he and Mike Kidd visited with the students 
about their educations and career goals.
The Introduction to Poultry class took their rst eld 
trip to Cobb-Vantress August 31
PARTNERS welcomes submissions from 
alumni for an Alumni News column, 
which will appear twice a year in this 
newsletter. Please send your news (job 
changes, address changes, marriages, 
births, etc.), to slandis@uark.edu.
Cody Gallagher, UA poultry judging team member, 
is shown judging live birds during the 2010 National 













In April 2010, Cobb-Vantress purchased a Flight 
Sponsorship for the Poultry Science Group Alumni 
Scholarship Golf Tournament.  The Flight Sponsor-
ship entitled Cobb to two tailgate parties hosted by 
the poultry science department.  Tailgate parties 
were help September 25 for the Alabama game 
and October 23 for the Ole Miss game.  Watch for 
upcoming information on the 2011 Scholarship 
Golf Tournament and the sponsorship opportuni-
ties available.
Laci Rios, a high school student from Faulkner 
County, takes her turn at judging Exterior Egg Qual-
ity during the 4-H O-Rama which is held every year 
at the University of Arkansas.







let rearing facility, 
battery brooder, 
caged layer house, 
broiler breeder 
houses and turkey 
houses, gather for 
a picture on Farm 
Appreciation Day.
